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OTHER VIEWS MY WORD
FEMA official: Protect yourself with flood insurance

David Maurstad
September 27, 2006

Although the 2006 Atlantic hurricane season has been relatively calm thus far, the threat is far from over --
especially for residents of Florida. Damaging storms and hurricanes can form and potentially strike the U.S.
coastline through the end of November. We can't control the weather -- that's a given. But we can control the
level of financial protection that homes, businesses and communities have against the disastrous
consequences of floodwaters.

The most important thing Floridians can do is to make sure that 100 percent of Special Flood jlaz rea
(SFHA) properties are protected with flood insurance. Those areas receive that designatjeqbeGaus tory
angother
a mortgage.

and geography show that significant floods have occurred and will occur in the regi
mortgage lenders require home purchasers in SFHASs to get flood insurance in order tojr

But it's not just those with a mortgage who are at risk. People who ow
and renters need to assess their flood risk and protect themselv ifsdrance. Not to do so is
shortsighted and dangerous, especially since the average c fl nce, even in the most high-risk
areas, is around $500, roughly equivalent to a year's cable te io bscription.

eirfgomés or businesses outright

But what will it take to bring flood insurance ¢ e in SFHAS up to 100 percent?

A solid grassroots effort requires co t hree critical groups: community leaders and local officials,
real-estate and financial-servic rofessionals; and insurance agents. All play a crucial role in educating the
public about flood risks an co ing #10od protection. The message can't come from the Federal
Emergency Manage engy and its National Flood Insurance Program alone. The responsibility is one

we all share.

The floo a gram is committed to doing its part. Every single flood-insurance policy represents
somegne e the smart decision to purchase flood insurance. Last year's hurricane season, the worst
in th jon®-history, resulted in more than 240,000 flood-insurance claims across the Gulf Coast and
Florida. The flood-insurance program has paid these claims (more than 90 percent are closed) and will
continue to do so this hurricane season, and every season.

Boosting flood-insurance coverage must be a priority for hundreds of American communities. Only when 100
percent of households in SFHAs are covered will these communities be prepared to withstand the economic
and emotional devastation caused by floods. And only when every household in America is covered can our
citizens count themselves as being fully protected.

Until then, we are a nation whose homes and businesses, along with our economic prosperity, are at the
mercy of nature. And if the 2005 hurricane season taught America anything, it's that nature does not feel
obliged to be merciful.

David Maurstad is the federal insurance administrator and director of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency's mitigation division.



